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his Ministerial Function & p'ticularly on our meeting together 
in choosing of ye Late Burgess, when Mr. Wallace was very 
zealous & busy in preferring his Relation & went often Back- 
wards & forwards among ye people to Engage them to vote for 
his s'd Kinsman & after election was over went too & fro thank- 
ing y m for y' Service & Kindness, & at Sundry times giving 
Threatning words to some of us telling us he should be parson 
when wee were not Justices with Many Reflections ag* 1 our Credits 
and Reputation, endeavoring as wee apprehend to Incense ye 
People ag" us, w ch if not Timely prevented may be of very ill & 
fatall Consequence to ye County, &c. , & Therefore wee humbly 
Pray yo r Exci'y to Send us Some Directions to Curb y' unruly 
Priest who Scoffs at Justice, making great Boast of a protection 
he has, by which he amuses ye people & we Suppose y' he 
thinks himself above ye Law. So referring ye whole matter to 
y r Exc'l'y's most Judicious considerations for our Direction, we 
Subscribe our Selves your Exc'l'y's most obedient & Dutifull 

Servants, 

Edw 4 Myhill, Wm. Wilson, 

Francis Ballard, Bert" Servant, 

Thomas Tabb, Wm. Lowry, 

William Smelt, August Moore, 

Henry Royall. 

(to be continued.) 



Militia Companies in Augusta County, in 1743. 



Among the collections of manuscrips made by the late Dr. 
Lyman Draper, and left by him to the Historical Society of Wis- 
consin, are lists of the men composing nine companies of militia, 
in Augusta county, Va., in 1742. The total number of com- 
panies was twelve, but the rolls of only nine were obtained, or 
have been preserved. 

William Beverley was county lieutenant, and James Patton 
colonel. The former qualified as county lieutenant of Orange 
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county and also of Augusta, at Orange court, November 3, 1741, 
and Patton qualified as "colonel of Augusta county," May 27, 
1742, 

The names of the men composing the nine companies are as 
follows, being given as written in the original manuscripts: 

1. John Smith, Capt., John Moffit, Lieut., Will. Anderson, 
Ensi., Dan. Danniston, Serj., Sam Hogshead, John Hogshead, 
Will. Hogshead, Dan. McAnear, Math. Edmestan, John Finley, 
Walter Trimble, John Francis, Rob. Ralston, John Young, Alex. 
Blair, Alex. Craig, Thos. Gillespy, And. Erwing, Benj. Erwine, 
John Erwine, Edw. Erwine, John Trimble, James Trimble, Rob. 
Moffet, James Wright, John Anderson, Rob. King, Rob. Poage, 
Jam. Armstrong, Rob. Patterson, John Pattison, Jas. Craford, 
Jas. Lesley, Will. Barkins, Felix Kanady, Thos. Gordon, And. 
Mitchel, Jas. Robertson, Gabl. Pickins, Rob. Leeper, Sam. 
Moore, John Miller, James Miller, Patr. Quine, Mat. Armstrong, 
John Ramsey, Dan. Danniston, Sam. Northward, Rob. Renick, 
John Archer, Samp' n Archer, James Sayers, Thomas McCulough, 
and George Anderson — (54). 

2. John Buchanan, Captain, Will. Evins, Lieut. , Josep. Cotton, 
Ensg., John Mitchel, Serj., Joseph Kanada, Jams. Cooke, Chas. 
Donooho, Solo. Moffot, Jas. Sunderlin, Will. Sayers, John Dyche, 
Rob. Cotton, Charles Camble, Sam. Walker, Alx. Walker, Joh. 
Walker, Joseph Walker, Cha. Hays, And. Martin, John Edmos- 
ton, Jas. Robinson, Ths. Duchart, Will. Quin, Thos. Williams, 
Jab. Anderson, Joh. Anderson, Jams. Anderson, Isaac Anderson, 
And. Hays, John McCroseree, Will. Buchanan, Edw. Boyle, 
Will. Humphery, Rich. Courser, Sam. Dunlap, Will. Louchrage, 
Rob. Dunlap, Jams. Ecken, Will. McCoutes, John Moor, Will. 
Moor, David Moor, Alex. Moor, And. Moor, Will. Mitchell, 
Natha. Evins, John Stephenson,. Jas. Eken, Jas. Greenlee, John 
Paul, Mat. Lyle, Joh. Gray, Ths. McSpedan, Joh. Mathews, 
Will. Armstrong, Rob. Huddon, Will. Hall, Sam. Gray, Isaac 
Taylor, Michel O' Docherty, Sam. McClewer, Natha. McClewer, 
and John Philipmaver— (63). 

3. James Cathey, Captain, John Given, John Case, Andr. Carl, 
Will. Brown, David Logan, John Case, Sam. Case, Thos. 
Stephenson, David Stephenson, John McClewer, Joseph Hanna, 
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John Frame, John King, Hugh Camble, Robert Joweter, Michel 
Dickey, Rob. Brown, Nichol Leeper, Rob. McDowel, Sam 
Hues, Wm. Hains, Rob. Craig, James Allan, Wm. Monson, 
James Chambers, Wm. Johnston, Sam. Givens, James Givens, 
Thos. Lander, David Nelson, Archibel Hamilton, Rob. Koney, 
James Fowler, Edw. Givens, James Case, Georg. Anderson, 
Nathan Underwood, Georg. Anderson, James Scot, Andr. 
Cathey, Fracs. Raley, and John McCown — (43). 

4. John Christian, Capt., Wm. Christian, Lieut., Fran. Betty, 
Ensig. , Jhn. Holms, Josep Reed, Finley McClewer, Georg Cam- 
ble, Georg Caldwell, Wm. Caldwell, Alex. Thompson, Jas. 
Caldwel, Isaac McCulough, Jas. Armstrong, Wm. Armstrong, 
Thos. Henderson, Wm. Henderson, Rob. Conigham, Wm. 
Conigham, Thos. Black, Wm. Johnston, Joh. Davison, And. 
Cowin, Jas. Moody, Jas. Willson, Niol. Leeper, Jno. Turk, 
Wm. Adams, David Mitchel, Rob. Ramsay, Georg Breackinred, 
Jno. Mitchel, Jno. Doake, Sam Doake, Patt Hayes, And. Boyd, 
Jas. Fulton, John Fulton, John Brownlee, Chas. Camble, Jas. 
Camble. Will. Camble, Jno. Buchanan, Nathan McClewer, Jas. 
Robinson, Antho. Black, Will. Lang, Thos. Bell, Jas. Bell, Jno. 
Black, Jas. Black, Wm. Robinson, Joh. Robinson, Thos. Shields, 
Alx. Fordice, And. McCord, Jas. Beans, Thos. Beans, Anth. 
Hamilton. David Steel, Rob. Alexander, And. Scot, Morris 
Thompson, John Maxwell, Ths. Lewis, Pat. Barney, Alex. 

Brackinredg, Rob. Brackinredg, Jas. Brackidredg, Mc- 

Coulough, Jas. Miler, Rob. McClenachon, John Thompson, 
And. Russel, Rand McDonel, and Hug Martin — (75). 

5. Peter Showll, Capt., And. Burd, Lieut., Math. Skeens, 
Ens., Abram Harden, John Hill, Johnath. Burley, John Harison, 
Georg. Clemens, Wm. Halimes, Benj. Haws, Zebulan Harrison, 
John Harrison, Jno. Davis, Jno. Taylor, Thos. Lawker, Joseph 
Burley, Griffiths Thomas, Wm. White, John White, Isaac Lotos, 
Adam Sherral, Wm. Sherral, Rob. Caldwal, Volante Severe, 
John Miller, John Cumberland, Will. Briges, Jacob Jacobs, Wm. 
Carrel, Thos. Moor, John Hodg, Stephanes Harworth, Absolum 
Harworth, Jas. Harworth, John Harworth, John Reeson, Steph. 
Howard, Absolum Howard, Joseph Howard, and John Benson — 
(40). 
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6. James Gill, Capt., John Dobin, Lieut., Wm. Sharrel, Rans- 
Harding, Wm. Willing, John Johnson, John Wilkins, Georg. 
Furbush, Barnaber McHenery, Rich. Dictum, Cornleus Dan. 
Murley, Nicol. Cain, Nicola. Brock, Henery Brock, Martin 
Shoemaker, Jno. Fisher, John Hawlain, Ths. Wilkins, And. 
Holman, Joseph Harding, Georg. Legler, John Ryal, Joseph 
Dunham, Abram Dunklederey, Timothy Taylor, Riley Moor, 
Georg. Willes, Fradrich Brock, Sam Brown, John McClairn,. 
John Cumberland, Wm. Sharrle, Senor. , Wm. Sharrle, Junr., 
Sam Beason, James Spencer, Wm. Pricket, Wm. Hall, Wm. 
McCIain, Michel Brock, Thos. West, and Wm. Sames — (42). 

7. John Wilson, Capt., Sam McCallhison, Nathan Luck, John 
Shields, John Green, John Patterson. Georg. Davidson, Jno. 
Hunter, Wm. Hunter, Jas. Hunter, Jno. Rusk, Jas. Clark, Wm. 
Vance, Rob. Crocket, John Trumble, Wm. King, Morace Offral,. 
Sa. Walace, Rob. Da vies, John Spear, Jno. Brown, Thos. Peery, 
Wm. McClantok, Alex. McCorrel, Wm. Johnson, Rob. Young, 
Jno. Young, Jas. Young, Hugh Young, Jacob Lockard, Ths. 
Kirkpatrick, Patt Cook. David Gamble, Jas. Lockard, Jno. Mc- 
Cutcheon, Wm. McCutcheon, Jas. McCutcheon, Rob. McCutch- 
eon, Alex. Crocket, Wm. Camble, Nathaniel Davis, James Philip, 
Jno. Barkley, Jas. Luck, Jas. Tramble, Benj. Walker, and Wm. 
Leadgerwood — (47 ) . 

8. George Robinson, Capt., Jas. McFeron, Lieut., Pat. Shirky, 
Ensi., Jas. Ranfro, Serj., Dan. Mananghan, Mark Eval, Peter 
Ranfro, Georg Draper, Rob. Roland, Edm. Smith, Fran. Kelly, 
And. Gaughagall, Henry Stiles, Hen. Philip, Ths. Looney, Rob. 
Looney, Dan. Looney, Adm. Looney, Mark Joans, Jno. Smith,. 
Jno. Askins, Hugh Caruthers, Jno. Flower, Wm. Bradshay, 
Jas. Coal, Jno. Coal, Bryan Cass, Wm. Craven, Cornel. Dough- 
erty, Simon Acres, Wm. Acres, Nicol. Horsford, Tasker Josh, 

Mealore, Hen. Brown, Sam. Brown, Jas. Burk, Wm. Bean, 

Evins, Sam Martin, Peter Kinder, Stevan Evens, Peter 

Watkins, Stephen Ranfro, Benj. Davis, Wm. Clark, Wm. 
Sheperd, and Benj. Dearon — (49). 

9. John Mc Dowel, Capt., Jas. McDowel, Ephe. McDowel, 
David Dreden, Alex. McClewr, Jono. McClewr, Holbert McClewr, 
Sam McRoberts, Thos. Taylor, Jno. McKnab, And. McKnab, 
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Thos. Whiteside, Jno. Aleson, David Bires, Alex. McClure, 
Jno. Gray, Moses McClure, Patt. McKnab, Jno. Cosier, Wm. 
Hall, Erwin Patterson, Edw. Patterson, Jno. Miles, Jos. Finey, 
Jas. Harderman, Chas. Quail, Sam. Wood, Wm. Wood, Rich. 
Wood, Hen. Hirkam, Josp. Lapsley, Gilbert Camble, Jas. Cam- 

ble, Rob. Young, Math. Young, Long, Long, Jas. 

More, Hugh Cuningham, Jas. Cuningham, Jno. Cares, Fran. 
McCowen, Hum. Beaker, Jno. Peterdaley, Mich. Miller, Loro- 
mor Mason, and Jno. Mathews — (50). 

The captains of the three companies of which we have no 
rolls, were Andrew Lewis, Sam. Gay and Hugh Thompson. 

The date is not given in the manuscript, but I ascertain it 
from the fact that John McDowel, one of the captains, was com- 
missioned in the summer of 1742, and was killed by Indians in 
December following. The roll must, therefore, have been made 
in the late summer or fall of that year. 

The date is only ten years after the first settlement of white 
people in the county. Settlements had been made only within 
the present county, in Rockbridge, Rockingham, and possibly 
Bath, all then in Augusta. The company rolls appear to em- 
brace all the male population, from boyhood to extreme old age. 
Ephraim McDowell was enrolled as a member of his son John's 
•company, and was a very aged man when he came here in 1737. 
Estimated from the muster rolls, the number of white people in 
the county — men, women and children — was about 2,500. 

Many of the names long ago disappeared from this region, 
but descendants of most of the militia-men are still found here. 
Some of the names, as written, are twisted beyond recognition; 
but we recognize "Alex. Brackinredg," of Captain Christian's 
company, as the ancestor of the numerous and prominent Breck- 
inridge family. 

Capt. Peter Showll (elsewhere written Scholl), lived in the 
section now embraced in Rockingham county, and in 1744 his 
residence was thirty miles from a public road. ' ' Volante Severe, ' ' 
a member of his company, was the father of Gen. John Sevier, 
of Tennessee. 

David Logan, of Capt. Cathey's company, was the father of 
General Benjamin Logan, of Kentucky. 
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Charles Camble (Campbell), of Captain Christian's company, 
was the father of General William Campbell, of King's Mountain. 

Captain John Willson, afterwards Colonel, represented the 
county for twenty-seven consecutive years as a member of the 
House of Burgesses. 

Captain John Smith became a prisoner in the hands of the 
Indians, in June, 1756, was taken to New Orleans, and from there 
to France, where he was detained for some time. An act of 
Assembly, passed in 1765, allowed him ^83. 13. 9., his pay while 
a prisoner. He was the ancestor of the late Judge Daniel Smith, 
of Rockingham, and Col. Benj. H. Smith, of Kanawha. 

Robert Renick, of Captain McDowell's company, was killed 
by Indians, in 1757. 

I am sorry to have to report that, at May court, 1746, Edward 
Boyle, of Captain Buchanan's company, was sentenced to be put 
in the stocks for two hours and to pay a fine of twelve shillings, 
for damning the court and swearing four oaths. 

Jos. A. Waddell. 
Staunton, October 5, 1900. 



An Unwritten Chapter in the Early Life of Mary 
Washington. 



By Dr. G. W. Beale, Heathsville, Va. 



The mother of General Washington, as all the world knows, 
was Mary Ball, youngest daughter of Captain Joseph Ball, of 
Lancaster county, Va. , and only child of his second marriage 
with a widow Johnson. Much obscurity has rested on this Mrs. 
Johnson — her maiden name, parentage and history after Captain 
Ball's death. Indeed the only clew to her identity as far as is 
known has been a single clause in Captain Ball's will of June 25, 
1711, naming "Eliza. Johnson, daughter of my beloved wife." 
Within a few weeks of the date of the above will Mary Ball's 
father died, leaving her fatherless ere she had attained her fifth 
birthday. Despite the accounts of her biographers and the 
fictitious letters that have entered into them the succeeding years 



